ANGLERS of all ages have a
better understanding of the
importance of healthy water-
ways and wetlands 1o local
findve ries afber attenwling the re-
cent World Fish  Migration
Dy celebration.

Organised by the NOQ Dry
Tropics and held on the banks
of Lillesmere near the
Kalamia State School, the day
attracted a good turmout of
young families.

Activities included games
fiar the kids. free raflles, a saus-
age sizzle and softdrinks and
the chance to get up close to
somie of our native wildiife,

NQ Dry Tropics teamied up
with & number of community
groups  including  Lower
Burdekin  Landcare, Wilmar
Sugar and Burdekin  Fish
Restocking Group to stage the
day.

Volunteers (including child-
ren from the Kalamia State
School) raised i sweat planting
480 trees along the lagoon
bank.

NQ Dry Tropics explained
that, when grown, the trees
would shade the edge of the
waterway, coling the water
and maintaining healthy oocy-
gen levels which is so import-
ant for a healthy waterway and
a profific fishery.

Of course. the kev foous on
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Today, after a mmmber of
years of ongoing work by a
number of local groups. the
weed problem is largely under
contral.

Complementing this
achievement is the recent con-
struction af a fishway srecten:
in the creck. allowing fish
{such as local favourites, barra-
mundi and mangrove jack) to
make their way upstream un-
hindered.

The day wouldn't have been

complete without a talk and
demorstralion by the Burde-
kin Fish Restocking Groupand
the kids certainly enjoyed the
chance o help release 200 bar-
ramundi  fingerlings. This
group has done much to im-
prove our local barra fishery.

They are a small group
whose activities are limited by
available funding, bul each
vear they restock
0,000 and 100,000 barra fin-
gerlings in Burdekin water-
ways, With healthy waterways
and a dedica restocking

group Bundekin  barramundi
fishing should only get better.

W yom hawe a Fishing phato or
slary you wosld |ike Lo see
publshed in this column, disp it
Irto the Advoscate office ar emall




